)

g”‘“\""" Frere Ff;'wrl ®n
Approved Forgielease 2005/11723": CIARD 0%“2'01800030088 -9

MG
Y

5 December 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Morning Meeting of 5 December 1967

ST

DD/I reported that a paper has been completed on Soviet heli-
copter carriers.

Godfrey noted that State's automated terminal system has broken
down, thus effectively eliminatihg State communications with the field.

Kent reported that the Guyana NIE problem has been sorted out
and that the Estimate will be retained on the USIB agenda.

Kent noted that NIE 11-14 is now off the USIB agenda, although
General Carter will speak to the subject at the USIB meeting.

Kent informed the Director that the Estimate on Chinese and
Soviet reactions to Communist failure in Vietnam is ready for his
attention.

DD/S reported that the possible Air America pilot strike has been
averted.

Warner reported on which NIE's have been distributed to the Joint
Committee on Atomic Energy and the Senate Preparedness Subcommittee.

Bross noted that the Director is scheduled to appear before PFIAB
at 1130 on Tuesday, 12 December. The Director indicated that he plans
to discuss the Radios and OXCART and invited suggestions for additional
issues to be raised.

DD/S&T reported that he and Bruce Clarke spent yesterday morning
briefing General Taylor on NIE's 11-8 and 11-3.
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U 5. Defector in Moscow Is Pictured as a Pa

in Wife’s Tes

sy PETER GROSE
apectal 10 The New York Times )
WaSHINGTON, Dec. 4—Last
October ihe Soviet Union an-

nounced the defection of an:
American named John Discoe,

Smith, identifying him as a dis-.
Hussioned agent of the Central
Intelligence Agency. :

Articles by and about him .
began o appear in the Soviet:
Press. Reporting details of al-:
leged United States espionage

activities._
The

Mr. Smith had been a C.ILA.
agent; the State Department
dismissed his accounts of assas-
sinations and a military plot to,
overthrow the overnment of In-
dia.
stories “fatuous allegations.”
Reminiscences of old friends:
‘and cvidence in court records;
indicate that Mr. Smith, whoj
is from Quincy, Mass., is a con-!
fused and troubled man who
arew suspicious of wife and
family and everything American
life had to offer. ) :
His story, as pieced
together from Soviet and Unit-,
ed States evidence, is one of
i perscnal tragedy, not of high;
"+ politics.
Fixed Code Machines

. “He was really a clean-cut
American boy, though I hate
to sound ftrite,” said one friend

who had known him in thel

United States Embassy in New
Delhi 10 years ago. “He was
a nice guy around the place.
- No interest in politics at all.”
State Department files show

that he was a Foreign Service'T— "
cgmmunica-"hat they were out to get him,”*

employe, a

United States Govern--
ment issucd routine denials that

A spokesman called the,

rano

‘His last known address, dat-|""

ing from 1961, was “care of
_American Express, Rome.”

The Russians say he traveled
the world—Australia, South Af-
rica = and elsewhere—Dbe-
fore finding a home in Mos-

cow. He has now become aj.

Soviet citizen, they -say. They
have not disclosed exactly
when he reached the Soviet
Union. ’
Court Records Found
Why did he defect? Part of
the answer is contained in the
records of the Pinellas County
. Circuit Court at clearwater,
Fla., in September, 1961, Mary

London Smith obtained a di-|®

vorce, uncontested, from Mr.
Smith, -

Just before their legal separa-
tion 16 months earlier, Mrs.
Smith told the court, he was
studying te beceme a Re
Catliolic, He was a Mason; heé
.spoke of joining the fratérnal
order of the Knights of Pythias.

Mrs. Smith said he had con-

fided the philosophy to her|.

“that you had to join .these
areat big organizations, even
if they were'in opposition to

cach other, just in order toj
be in with all the big people,}:

you see, so you couldn’t be
attacked by anyone.”

“The Masons would protectl

him, and the Catholics would
protect him,” she said, inter-

preting what he had told her. |-

The same divorce _procccd-
“ings point to the origin of the

d

iimony”j{z» F ZOz‘jda Divorce Case

i acquaintances,” Iszestia said.
Mr. and Mrs.
transferred from India to the

“isccret employ, that I was re-
porting on him constantly. He|
“ithought I was' drugging his

people to do it.”

f the C.I.A. trist.
In response to a question:

‘|[from the " Florida judge sixjin an acute stage of paranoia,

i|—Mrs. Smith replied, “No, Iling to the court rccords, he
‘(haven't.” ' ]
Mr. Smith and Mary London ;Foreign Service. :

The couple drove from Wash-

iwere married in New Delhi on

Jretary in the political section Mrs. Smith’s parents live, She
;jof the Embassy, he traveled|said he refused to go to his

thought that I was in their ‘and the false lifc of most ofi
Smith were|,

. ‘United States Embassy in Vi
food, and he also thought that|enna’in November, 195%. A few|
‘|lat cocktail parties I paid other|weeks later, according to Mrs.}
j Smith’s testimony, they were/
In his recent statements in:ordered back to the United|
l{Moscow Mr. Smith called his States on the advice of thef
|wife a “regular employe” of embassy's consulting psychia-}

“He told me that John wasf

\lyears ago — “have you ever|that I should take him home,”/
-{been a member of the C. I. A.?{Mrs. Smith said. Then, accord-}

.|was asked to resign from the|:

‘May 28, 1955. She was a sec-{ington to Clearwater, where} - -

ithrough South Asia for thc‘home in Quincy. He moved out

; H = . . . . .
'United  States  Government, of their home soon afterward

‘munications equipment, includ-
:-ing code machines.

~ They were a popular couple
"at Embassy parties in the early
s years, living in an American
compound for embassy staff,
called “The Taj.” They had one
child, Ellen, born in -Decem-
i{ber, 1956. ‘ .
Starting the next 'year, Mrs.
|Smith said, he started drinking
{heavily and accusing her of i 1 /
{being 2 spy. . la Soviet intelligence officer,
| The Soviet account of hisLicut. Col. Yevgeny Y. Runge.
'lexperiences, published in Izves-; f .
1tia last month, puts the ad-iaccount deals with alleged es--

gan.
Only when the Russians be-.
can publishing Mr. Smith’s ac-;
count did Mrs. Smith and her.
parents learn what had become”®
of him, e
United - States officials be-

charges that Mr. Smith is now

making in the Sovict press. |
““He had the_jmpression that!

everybody was working for the/
Central Intelligence Agency, .

tions technician, until early in MrS. Smith told the court. “He, )

" He used to fix all the gadgest,

imitted change in his  outlook:pionage activity in India, these”
in a different light. ' :
“All his being, which was attempt to set the Indian Gova:

whole, rose up in revolt againstileged Western intelligence -op=
the dirty work, the meannessicrations. o R

machines and that
sort of thing.” This friend, a
careze diplomat, said. '

. “He might have scen oc-
casionzl messages as he worked

‘on thie machines, but he cer-|

tainly had no regular: access

to what the diplomatic traffic|.

was 2il aboutt, nor did he seem
pariicularly interested.”
~ Mr.
ii red from his familiar
¢s in the summer of
nad been asked to
“om the Foreign Ser-
L government psy-
chiatris®. =ad declared him a

resign

Smith left his wife and|

paranoi: with all-consuming
suspicic. L. i
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i -maintaining and installing com-'and separation procecdings - be- |

lieve that Mr. Smith’s account. |!
is a Soviet reply to the pub-, ::
licity given to the recent de-. ;°
fection in West ‘Germany of, |:

Since most of Mr. Smith's’ [

.officials also see it as a Soviet” ;
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